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The first record on Brazilian stingless bees 
published 450 years ago by Hans Staden 
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ABSTRACT. Only a few decades after 1492, when Christopher 
Columbus arrived on a Caribbean island and Pedro Álvares Cabral 
claimed Brazil for Portugal in 1500, a German mercenary gave the 
first description of stingless bees in 1557. He got to know them 
when he was imprisoned for months by an anthropophagous tribe 
in the coastal region of Santos, today in the State of São Paulo. This 
rather short but nevertheless extremely exact record on stingless 
bees is hidden in the first book on Brazil. Three species and impor-
tant aspects of their life history were treated. This early description 
has been completely overlooked by bee scientists until now. My 
note intends to close this evident gap. 
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