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Hygienic behavior of the stingless bee Plebeia 
remota (Holmberg, 1903) (Apidae, Meliponini)
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AbStrAct. We investigated hygienic behavior in 10 colonies of 
Plebeia remota, using the pin-killed method. After 24 h the bees had 
removed a mean of 69.6% of the dead brood. After 48 h, the bees had 
removed a mean of 96.4% of the dead brood. No significant correlation 
was found between the size of the brood comb and the number of dead 
pupae removed, and there was no apparent effect of the origin and the 
condition of the colony on the hygienic behavior of the bees. Plebeia 
remota has an efficiency of hygienic behavior superior to that of three 
of the other four stingless bee species studied until now.
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