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Pollen sources of the orchid bee Euglossa
annectans Dressler 1982 (Hymenoptera: Apidae,
Euglossini) analyzed from larval provisions
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ABSTRACT. In order to analyze the pollen resources used by the orchid
bee Euglossa annectans, samples of larval provisions from cells under
construction were taken from 12 different trap nests (wooden boxes)
on Santa Catarina Island, southern Brazil. The 43 samples collected
between 2002 and 2005 represented all months except December.
Overall, 74 pollen types from 24 families were distinguished. Among
the 26 pollen types that reached more than 10% in monthly means, the
families Melastomataceae, Bromeliaceae, Ochnaceae, Fabaceae, and
Myrtaceae were most frequently represented. The Shannon-Weaver
diversity index H’ for the 43 brood cells varied from 0.10-1.65 and
the annual diversity was 0.98. Similarity indices ranged from 0 to 0.87
and were highest during spring and summer. The results characterize E.
annectans as a polylectic species. Based on these data, we can conclude
that Euglossa females may act as pollinators of many forest species.
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