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Cathecol-O-methyl transferase Val158Met 
genotype is not a risk factor for 
conversion disorder
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ABSTRACT. Alterations in catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) 
activity are involved in various types of neurological disorders. We 
examined a possible association between the COMT Val158Met 
polymorphism and conversion disorder in a study of 48 patients with 
conversion disorder and 48 control patients. In the conversion disorder 
group, 31 patients were Val/Met heterozygotes, 15 patients were Val/
Val homozygotes and 2 patients were Met/Met homozygotes. In the 
control group, 32 patients were Val/Met heterozygotes and 16 patients 
were Val/Val homozygotes. There was no significant difference between 
the groups. We conclude that the COMT Val158Met genotype is quite 
common in Turkey and that it is not a risk factor for conversion disorder 
in the Turkish population.
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