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Production of interspecific hybrids between
commercial cultivars of the eggplant
(Solanum melongena L.) and its wild
relative S. torvum
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ABSTRACT. Interspecific hybrids between cultivars of eggplant
(Solanum melongena L.) and its wild relative S. forvum, which has
disease resistance and desirable traits for crop improvement, were
obtained by cross-hybridization and embryo rescue. Twenty-one hybrid
progenies were obtained and examined based on morphological traits,
RAPD and ISSR markers. Five of them were confirmed to be true
interspecific hybrids. Eighteen and 14 bands from 7 RAPD and 14
ISSR primers, respectively, were polymorphic and present in all five
hybrid seedlings and their parents. The morphological characteristics of
leaf margin, inflorescence type and spine positions of the five seedlings
were intermediate to the parents. These interspecific hybrids had low
pollen viability, probably due to abnormal meiosis.
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