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ABSTRACT. This retrospective study aimed to observe the 
clinicopathological features and immunological phenotypes, and 
explore effective treatment and prognosis for 12 Chinese Han patients 
with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome-related cutaneous Kaposi’s 
sarcoma. All 12 patients were human immunodeficiency virus-positive, 
and underwent the standard highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART). 
Skin lesions mainly presented as purple, or rufous papules, or plaques; 
skin biopsy showed diffuse or flaky infiltration of spindle cells, active 
proliferation of slit-like vasculature, erythrocyte exudation, hemosiderin 
deposition, and inflammatory cell infiltration. Immunohistochemical 
analysis showed the expression of Ubiquitin C-terminal hydrolase L1 
(+), and CD31 (+) in T-cells; factor VIII (+) and HHF-35 (+) in the 
proliferating vascular endothelial cells; vimentin (+) and S-100 protein 
(-) in the vessel wall; and CD34 (+++) in the spindle cells of 6 cases, with 
1 case of negative CD34 expression. Four patients with confined lesions 
underwent surgery and microwave therapy, and received a favorable 
prognosis. Two patients with limited lesions underwent microwave 
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therapy, and the lesions subsided. Of six patients with widely distributed 
sarcomas, five underwent microwave therapy and one received 
combined chemotherapy; five attained significant efficacy, and one died. 
There were no significant differences in the clinicopathological features 
and immunological phenotypes between the Chinese Han patients and 
those from other populations. Along with basal HAART, patients in 
early stages, with sarcomas <2 cm in diameter should undergo surgery 
and microwave therapy, while patients with sarcomas >2 cm in diameter 
should undergo chemotherapy and microwave therapy.
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