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cDNA cloning and characterization of 
two trehalases from Spodoptera litura 
(Lepidoptera; Noctuidade)
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ABSTRACT. The oriental leafworm moth, Spodoptera litura, is a 
major agricultural pest in southeast Asia and nearby Pacific regions. 
Two distinct trehalases have been identified in insects: soluble trehalase 
(Treh1) and membrane-bound trehalase (Treh2), although there is 
currently no information on these genes in S. litura. To characterize 
the distribution and function of treh, cDNAs of Treh proteins were 
cloned from S. litura. SpoliTreh1 cDNA has an open reading frame of 
1758 nucleotides, which encodes a protein of 585 amino acids, with a 
predicted mass of approximately 67.07 kDa and an isoelectric point of 
4.86. SpoliTreh2 cDNA has an open reading frame of 2325 nucleotides, 
encoding a protein of 645 amino acids, a mass of approximately 73.62 
kDa, and an isoelectric point of 5.90. Northern blotting analysis revealed 
that SpoliTreh1 transcripts are in the midgut, fat body, tracheae, and 
epidermis, but not in the brain and Malpighian tubules of S. litura 
larvae, whereas SpoliTreh2 transcripts were found in all 6 tissues. 
SpoliTreh1 transcripts were highly expressed in the fat body of the pre-
pupal stage, and SpoliTreh2 transcripts were highly expressed in the fat 
body of 3-day-old larvae of the 6th instar and during the 1st 6 days of 
the pupal stage, except the 2nd day. Both SpoliTreh1 and SpoliTreh2 
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were highly expressed in third-instar larvae.
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